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OSHA ISSUES CITATIONS TO HARLAN ELECTRIC COMPANY, DETROIT, FOR
ALLEGED WORKPLACE SAFETY AND HEALTH VIOLATIONS FOLLOWING
DEATH OF CONSTRUCTION WORKER IN OHIO

The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has
issued citations alleging two willful safety violations to Harlan Electric Company, Detroit,
Mich., with proposed penalties totaling $140,000.

According to Deborah Zubaty, OSHA's area director in Columbus, Ohio, a safety inspection
was initiated at a Harlan Electric Company job site in Columbus on June 29, 2000, after an
accident. An employee died from injuries which resulted from an electrical arc blast during
the installation of a ground wire on a pole. The conductor was energized with 7,620 volts
phase to ground, 13,200 volts phase to phase.

The alleged willful violations include failure to train employees on procedures and hazards
related to working within two feet of energized power lines, failure to maintain safe approach
distances to energized lines, and failure to insulate or guard energized parts.

OSHA defines a willful violation as one in which the employer either knowingly failed to
comply with a legal requirement or acted with plain indifference to employee safety.

Zubaty said that Harlan Electric Company has 15 working days from receipt of the citations
to contest the citations and proposed penalties with the Occupational Safety and Health
Review Commission. The company may also request an informal hearing with the OSHA
area director.
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NOTE TO EDITOR: The OSHA inspection history for Harlan Electric Company can be
found on the Internet at www.osha.gov/oshstats/

This information will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice
phone: (312) 353-6976; TDD Message Referral Phone: 1-800-800-4571.

« OSHA News Release - Table of Contents

@ Back to Top www.osha.gov

Contact Us | Freedom of Information Act | Customer Survey
Privacy and Security Statement | Disclaimers

Occupational Safety & Health Administration
200 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20210

http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show document?p table=NEWS RELEASES... 6/20/2006



